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Fr. Joseph Chinnici, OFM, a friar priest of the Province of Saint Barbara, is currently 

President of the Franciscan School of Theology, Oceanside, California.  He has served in 

various capacities in the Order, working in formation, administration as a provincial minister, 

and professor of Church history.  Joe has made several presentations to the Federation in 

the past and is best known amongst us for his work on the “Evangelical form of religious 

life.”  He is the author of numerous works in American Catholicism and also the award 

winning When Values Collide: the Catholic Church, Sexual Abuse and the Challenges of 

Leadership (Orbis, 2010).   Joe was chairman of the Secretariat for the Retrieval of the 

Franciscan Intellectual Tradition for ten years, the OFM Commission that has published the 

multi-volume Franciscan Heritage Series.  Three years of work from this commission 

culminated in the first ever English exposition of the Franciscan moral vision in Responding 

to God’s Love (edited by Thomas Nairn), in which Joe wrote the chapter on “Framing Our 

Engagement with Society.”  

 


